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Archaeology
The Nunnery

The Benedictine Priory of St Mary was probably founded by  Roger I de Merlay, or William de Merlay, Lords of the Barony 
of Morpeth, Northumberland in the 1170s or 1180s.  Little of its history is recorded other than a list of the Prioresses and 
accounts of various visitations by the Archbishops of York.  The nunnery remained poor for most of its existence, not pos-
sessing much land from which to draw rents and was suppressed 11th August 1536. The convent  then consisted of a the 
Prioress, Elizabeth Kylburne,  5 nuns and 12 workers. Little of the structure of the nunnery remains above ground apart from 
low banks,  however geophysical survey (Fig. 38) showed that much remains underground.

Fig. 38. Geophysical survey by villagers on the nunnery 
site led by James Lyall.  (Photos: John Hill and Peter 
Halkon).

Fig. 40. Plan of the walls found by Rev. 
M.C.F.  Morris. It is not clear which part of the  
nunnery they are. (Papers of Rev. M.C.F.  Morris, 
Hull History Centre).

Fig. 39. Nunnery area geophysical survey results (James 
Lyall).

Fig. 41. This image was made up of a 
mosaic of ordinary digital aerial photo-
graphs enhanced to show a 3D image 
of the earthworks which most proba-
bly date to the medieval period. The 
so called “Nun’s Walk” was a route be-
tween Nunburnholme and Warter. We 
do not know what structures were built 
on the platforms. The uneven surfaces 
to the left are trees. ©Historic England.
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FERENS EDUCATION TRUST

‘Dear Danny 
Please find attached banners for Nunburnholme to pass on to your designer. 
There should be three topics. Geology, Buildings and Archaeology.
All three need to be in the same house style.
The HLF logo needs to be on them all.
Use as many banners as you need for the sake of clarity.
the archaeology pages have been numbered but these numbers only relate to the pages themslves NOT banners.
The text and pictures are in order and it should be clear which goes with which.
As you can see there are a number of topics - prehistory, Roman, Medieval etc - 
the Roman one is short and could be included with either medeiavl or iron age. 
the headings should give clues as to the sections. 
I have used Calibri font which looks clear and perhaps a little better than Arial. 
any problems don't hesitate to get in touch - 
if we could have the banners by Tuesday that would be great.
Keep Ann Hill or I posted. 

many thanks for your help and patience!’

Hi Danny
There are three separate things here:-
1 PDF for the buildings banner
1 PDF for the geology
1 word document for Archaeology
 
It might be for the sake of legibility, clarity and good design,
and certainly in the case of archaeology which may take 4
or 5 banners, that more than one banner is used.
So yes please use the information 
Ann sent you. 
As I said previously the house style i.e. fonts, spacing 
between lines, headings, numbering of figures needs to be
the same across all three topics.
I have labelled my figures Fig. and then a number –
in the text where the figure is referred to I have also put
(Fig. and then a number). It may be that this needs doing 
for the Buildings and geology banners as well.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Ann or I for clarification
Many thanks

®


