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Archaeology
The Nunnery

The Benedictine Priory of St Mary was probably founded by Roger I de Merlay, or William de Merlay, Lords of the Barony
of Morpeth, Northumberland in the 1170s or 1180s. Little of its history is recorded other than a list of the Prioresses and
accounts of various visitations by the Archbishops of York. The nunnery remained poor for most of its existence, not possessing much land from which to draw rents and was suppressed 11th August 1536. The convent then consisted of a the
Prioress, Elizabeth Kylburne, 5 nuns and 12 workers. Little of the structure of the nunnery remains above ground apart from
low banks, however geophysical survey (Fig. 38) showed that much remains underground.

Fig. 38. Geophysical survey by villagers on the nunnery
site led by James Lyall. (Photos: John Hill and Peter
Halkon).

Fig. 39. Nunnery area geophysical survey results (James
Lyall).

Fig. 40. Plan of the walls found by Rev.
M.C.F. Morris. It is not clear which part of the
nunnery they are. (Papers of Rev. M.C.F. Morris,
Hull History Centre).

Fig. 41. This image was made up of a
mosaic of ordinary digital aerial photographs enhanced to show a 3D image
of the earthworks which most probably date to the medieval period. The
so called “Nun’s Walk” was a route between Nunburnholme and Warter. We
donotknowwhatstructureswerebuilt
on the platforms. The uneven surfaces
to the left are trees. ©Historic England.
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