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House Research

Case Study: Hessey Farm
Hessey Farm is a typical example of a post-Enclosure East Riding farmstead, with a fashionable, Classically proportioned 
frontage and a courtyard plan to the rear. It was constructed in the early-C19th, so it is early enough to demonstrate some 
vernacular characteristics e.g. tumbled-in brickwork, handmade bricks and a local Ostrea limestone plinth to some parts. 

It appears on the first edition OS map of 1855 with a separate outbuilding, likely to be the separate barn typical of East Rid-
ing farmsteads. These typically were later converted or within the courtyard ranges. The building has disappeared by the 
map of 1892, so this is likely to have been the case here.

Hessey Farm was constructed with wings, which could have been used for live-in farm workers. This is a practice typical of 
the East Riding and continued well into the twentieth century. Other than the loss of the separate barn and some lean-to 
looking buildings to the north-east range, as well as some infill to the rear of the farm house and the addition of a front 
porch, Hessey Farm does not appear to have been much altered since the time of its construction.
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FERENS EDUCATION TRUST

‘Dear Danny 
Please find attached banners for Nunburnholme to pass on to your designer. 
There should be three topics. Geology, Buildings and Archaeology.
All three need to be in the same house style.
The HLF logo needs to be on them all.
Use as many banners as you need for the sake of clarity.
the archaeology pages have been numbered but these numbers only relate to the pages themslves NOT banners.
The text and pictures are in order and it should be clear which goes with which.
As you can see there are a number of topics - prehistory, Roman, Medieval etc - 
the Roman one is short and could be included with either medeiavl or iron age. 
the headings should give clues as to the sections. 
I have used Calibri font which looks clear and perhaps a little better than Arial. 
any problems don't hesitate to get in touch - 
if we could have the banners by Tuesday that would be great.
Keep Ann Hill or I posted. 

many thanks for your help and patience!’

Hi Danny
There are three separate things here:-
1 PDF for the buildings banner
1 PDF for the geology
1 word document for Archaeology
 
It might be for the sake of legibility, clarity and good design,
and certainly in the case of archaeology which may take 4
or 5 banners, that more than one banner is used.
So yes please use the information 
Ann sent you. 
As I said previously the house style i.e. fonts, spacing 
between lines, headings, numbering of figures needs to be
the same across all three topics.
I have labelled my figures Fig. and then a number –
in the text where the figure is referred to I have also put
(Fig. and then a number). It may be that this needs doing 
for the Buildings and geology banners as well.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Ann or I for clarification
Many thanks

®

John and Elizabeth Wilkinson stood at the rear door to 
White Cottage

Photograph of c1955 showing the extension to the east, 
as well as the removal of the bread oven chimney. Note 
the door outside of which the Wilkinsons stood.
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join below and difference in 
plinth level)

Blocked original 
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Case Study: White Cottage 
White Cottage uses vernacular building materials (chalk and limestone) as well as hand made brick, which was 
in early use in this region. This and the plan form (plan of the building), with a central stack to the earlier part 
of the house, suggest it could be of some age as the later incarnation of two cottages (shown on the 1910 and 
1927 maps) does not seem to be original - the doorways do not match and are set at different heights. It does ap-
pear on the first OS map of 1855, however it has lost a rear wing by the 1910 OS map. Due to a map break (a 
boundary between surveys) running through Nunburnholme, there is no 1895 OS map for this side of the village.

It could have originally been a longhouse, with an ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ end – the upper end housed the people while 
the lower end housed the animals (a byre). This is supported by the two different levels of plinth, as well as the blocked 
ventilation slit on the west gable end. The split in the building suggests either the division between house and byre, 
or that the byre end was converted to a separate cottage at some point. This has now been knocked through to create 
one dwelling.

According to the census, William Brown lived at the cottage in 1851 and 1861. John and Elizabeth Wilkinson lived 
at the property in the early C20th - there is a photo of them at the back door. This must have been taken after 
1910, as the rear projection (likely a bread oven - it has a chimney) doesn’t appear on the map of that date. It 
does appear on the map of 1927, so the projection will have been constructed some time between these dates. 
It was extended to the east some time after the Wilkinson photograph, but before the photograph of c1955.
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