Exploring a Yorkshire Wolds Village Nunburnholme, a Community Heritage Project
House Research

Case Study: White Cottage
White Cottage uses vernacular building materials (chalk and limestone) as well as hand made brick, which was
in early use in this region. This and the plan form (plan of the building), with a central stack to the earlier part
of the house, suggest it could be of some age as the later incarnation of two cottages (shown on the 1910 and
1927 maps) does not seem to be original - the doorways do not match and are set at different heights. It does appear on the first OS map of 1855, however it has lost a rear wing by the 1910 OS map. Due to a map break (a
boundary between surveys) running through Nunburnholme, there is no 1895 OS map for this side of the village.
It could have originally been a longhouse, with an ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ end – the upper end housed the people while
the lower end housed the animals (a byre). This is supported by the two different levels of plinth, as well as the blocked
ventilation slit on the west gable end. The split in the building suggests either the division between house and byre,
or that the byre end was converted to a separate cottage at some point. This has now been knocked through to create
one dwelling.
According to the census, William Brown lived at the cottage in 1851 and 1861. John and Elizabeth Wilkinson lived
at the property in the early C20th - there is a photo of them at the back door. This must have been taken after
1910, as the rear projection (likely a bread oven - it has a chimney) doesn’t appear on the map of that date. It
does appear on the map of 1927, so the projection will have been constructed some time between these dates.
It was extended to the east some time after the Wilkinson photograph, but before the photograph of c1955.
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Photograph of c1955 showing the extension to the east,
as well as the removal of the bread oven chimney. Note
the door outside of which the Wilkinsons stood.

Case Study: Hessey Farm
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Hessey Farm is a typical example of a post-Enclosure East Riding farmstead, with a fashionable, Classically proportioned
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