Exploring a Yorkshire Wolds Village Nunburnholme, a Community Heritage Project
Archaeology

The Mesolithic (c 10,000 - 4,000 BC)
The earliest people we have evidence for are the hunter-foragers of the Mesolithic period (c. 10,000-4,000 BC) in the form
of worked flints such as Fig. 1.
Fig.1.
A Mesolithic flint
blade
(PAS LVPL-AA6B15)

The first farmers - Neolithic (c. 4,000 – 2,500 BC)
On Nunburnholme Wold, a pair of parallel ditches shown by the geophysical survey (Fig. 2) may mark out a Neolithic mortuary enclosure in which the dead were placed (Length of ditch 46m). This was excavated in 2015 (Fig. 3 and 4) and a small
piece of worked flint was found at the base of the ditch. Nothing was found in the two pits.
By this time the wold top was probably cleared and the valleys still wooded. Evidence for clearance and woodland management can be seen in the form of stone and flint tools (Fig. 5).

Fig. 2. Geophysical survey showing the
parallel ditches of the mortuary enclosure,
the 2015 excavation trench and features
found.

Fig.3. The western ditch is visible at the top and the two
pits in the centre and front.

Fig. 4. Section across the ditch of the possible
mortuary enclosure.
Fig. 5. A flint adze from
Londesborough Wold.

The Bronze Age (c.2500-750 BC)

The geophysical survey at Nunburnholme Wold (Fig. 6) revealed a large ring ditch cut through by two linear ditches. It is
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