Exploring a Yorkshire Wolds Village Nunburnholme, a Community Heritage Project
Archaeology

The Iron Age (750BC –AD43)
In the late Bronze Age or early Iron Age the wold top at Nunburnholme Wold was divided by a large linear earthwork with
a deliberate dogleg. This may have separated a ritual and burial zone from an area of settlement activity.

Fig.9. The large linear earthwork at Nunburnholme Wold with a
deliberate dogleg.

The henge or round barrow was replaced by a square enclosure which contained disarticulated human remains (Figs. 10,
11, 12).

Fig.10. Geophysics plot showing the henge/
round barrow feature cut through by linear
features and the square enclosure. The 2015
excavation trenches are marked in blue, the
features in green and yellow.

Fig. 11. Drawing the section across the ditch of the square enclosure. The ditch contained pieces of Iron Age pottery and fragments of brooches.

Fig. 12. Excavating the heavily disturbed burial at the eastern end
of 2015 Trench BA. The skull was split into a number of pieces.

By the middle Iron Age (c. 300 – 100 BC ) a large cemetery of square barrows of the so-called “Arras Culture” named after
the excavations at Arras Farm, Market Weighton 1815-17 had been constructed at Nunburnholme Wold. These showed up
in the geophysical and aerial survey (Fig. 13). In 2014 and 2015 a number of these were excavated.

Fig. 13. Square barrows from the geophysical survey and aerial
photographs mapped in Auto CAD map 2008 (Unpublished
geophysical survey Lyall, 2014) (Stoertz, 1997 Yorkshire Wolds
mapping project) Ordnance Survey map Crown copyright/database 2010. An Ordnance Survey/Edina supplied service. (Clare
Whiteley 2015).

Fig. 14. The excavation trenches against the geophysical surveys. The trench outlined in red was excavated in 2014, those
in blue in 2015.
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Fig.18. The 2015 burial. Note the pig
bones across the pelvis.
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