
Exploring a Yorkshire Wolds Village - 
Nunburnholme, a Community Heritage Project

Archaeology

Fig.9. The large linear earthwork at Nunburnholme Wold with a 
deliberate dogleg.

The Iron Age (750BC –AD43)

In the late Bronze Age or early Iron Age the wold top at Nunburnholme Wold was divided by a large linear earthwork with 
a deliberate dogleg. This may have separated a ritual and burial zone from an area of settlement activity.

The henge or round barrow was replaced by a square enclosure which contained disarticulated human remains (Figs. 10, 
11, 12).  

By the middle Iron Age (c. 300 – 100 BC ) a large cemetery of square barrows of the so-called “Arras Culture” named after 
the excavations at Arras Farm, Market Weighton 1815-17 had been constructed at Nunburnholme Wold. These showed up 
in the geophysical and aerial survey (Fig. 13).  In 2014 and 2015 a number of these were excavated.

Fig.10. Geophysics plot showing the henge/
round barrow feature cut through by linear 
features and the square enclosure. The 2015 
excavation trenches are marked in blue, the 
features in green and yellow.

Fig. 11. Drawing the section across the ditch of the square en-
closure. The ditch contained pieces of Iron Age pottery and frag-
ments of brooches.

Fig. 13. Square barrows from the geophysical survey and aerial 
photographs mapped in Auto CAD map 2008 (Unpublished 
geophysical survey Lyall, 2014) (Stoertz, 1997 Yorkshire Wolds 
mapping project) Ordnance Survey map Crown copyright/data-
base 2010. An Ordnance Survey/Edina supplied service. (Clare 
Whiteley 2015).

Fig. 15. Excavating a square barrow in 2014. This contained the 
burial of an elderly male with bad teeth and arthritis. The grave 
had been lined with a wooden box and the body had been bur-
ied with a pig (Fig. 16), a marker of high status at this time.

Fig. 16. Burial of an elderly male with a pig at his feet.

Fig. 14. The excavation trenches against the geophysical sur-
veys. The trench outlined in red was excavated in 2014,  those 
in blue in 2015.

Fig. 12. Excavating the heavily disturbed burial at the eastern end 
of 2015 Trench BA.  The skull was split into a number of pieces.

 Defining the grave The dark outline of a decayed 
wooden box is appearing

Excavating the wooden box 
around the body

The skeleton is revealed

Fig. 17. Excavating a square barrow in 2015. This 
was a male aged 17-22, buried with a pig across 
his lap (Fig. 18).

Fig.18. The 2015 burial. Note the pig 
bones across the pelvis.

‘Dear Danny 
Please find attached banners for Nunburnholme to pass on to your designer. 
There should be three topics. Geology, Buildings and Archaeology.
All three need to be in the same house style.
The HLF logo needs to be on them all.
Use as many banners as you need for the sake of clarity.
the archaeology pages have been numbered but these numbers only relate to the pages themslves NOT banners.
The text and pictures are in order and it should be clear which goes with which.
As you can see there are a number of topics - prehistory, Roman, Medieval etc - 
the Roman one is short and could be included with either medeiavl or iron age. 
the headings should give clues as to the sections. 
I have used Calibri font which looks clear and perhaps a little better than Arial. 
any problems don't hesitate to get in touch - 
if we could have the banners by Tuesday that would be great.
Keep Ann Hill or I posted. 

many thanks for your help and patience!’

Hi Danny
There are three separate things here:-
1 PDF for the buildings banner
1 PDF for the geology
1 word document for Archaeology
 
It might be for the sake of legibility, clarity and good design,
and certainly in the case of archaeology which may take 4
or 5 banners, that more than one banner is used.
So yes please use the information 
Ann sent you. 
As I said previously the house style i.e. fonts, spacing 
between lines, headings, numbering of figures needs to be
the same across all three topics.
I have labelled my figures Fig. and then a number –
in the text where the figure is referred to I have also put
(Fig. and then a number). It may be that this needs doing 
for the Buildings and geology banners as well.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Ann or I for clarification
Many thanks
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