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Fig. 18.  A geophysical  survey  of around 50 ha across  
the  hill top,  using a  cart  mounted  4-probe array  
Foerster instrument and  a  dual  array  hand held  
Bartington  gradiometer by  James Lyall (Geophiz.
biz), Tom  Sparrow and  Finn  Pope-Carter of  Brad-
ford  University  Archaeology Department  with a  
cart-mounted  Bartington  Grad601 gradiometer 
array (above)  revealed a a large complex consisting 
of a large open area surrounded by several phases 
of enclosures. This was approached by droveways 
with a funnel-like entrance to the northeast. The 
large dark feature in the centre is a modern filled 
in chalk pit.

Fig. 19. Interpretation of the geophysical survey 
by Clare Whiteley showing the main Iron Age fea-
tures.

Fig, 20. Detail of the geophysical survey showing the 
trenches.

Fig. 22. Animal bone from the ditch.

Fig. 23. Part of a large Iron Age pot from the 
ditch. Note the slashed decoration on the 
rim.

Fig. 21. A section across the ditches in Trench A. 
This shows that the ditch on the right is later than 
the one on the left.

In 2014 three trenches were cut across the enclosures and droveways to find out their date and purpose (Fig. 20).

The ditches contained much Iron Age pottery and animal bones (Fig. 22 and 23)  including cattle, sheep and pigs, some of 
which were burnt,  providing evidence of feasting here.

The geophysical survey showed that there were a large number of pits in and around the enclosure complex (Fig.24). These 
were used for storage and the disposal of rubbish. Research has shown that there may have been a ritual aspect to rubbish 
disposal in the Iron Age and not all items may have been randomly deposited in the pits and ditches. One example was a 
minature copper alloy axehead in the form of a Late Bronze Age socketed axe found in the pit excavated in Trench C (Fig. 25).

Fig. 24. A section across a pit in 
Trench A which has been cut into 
the chalk bedrock. Note the differ-
ent layers in the pit fill.

Fig. 25. The minature copper alloy axehead 
from the pit in Trench C before and after con-
servation. This may have been worn as an am-
ulet and was either accidentally lost or ritual-
ly deposited. A very similar minature axehead 
was found in the 1815-17 excavations at Arras 
near Market Weighton. (right photo: York Ar-
chaeological Trust).

‘Dear Danny 
Please find attached banners for Nunburnholme to pass on to your designer. 
There should be three topics. Geology, Buildings and Archaeology.
All three need to be in the same house style.
The HLF logo needs to be on them all.
Use as many banners as you need for the sake of clarity.
the archaeology pages have been numbered but these numbers only relate to the pages themslves NOT banners.
The text and pictures are in order and it should be clear which goes with which.
As you can see there are a number of topics - prehistory, Roman, Medieval etc - 
the Roman one is short and could be included with either medeiavl or iron age. 
the headings should give clues as to the sections. 
I have used Calibri font which looks clear and perhaps a little better than Arial. 
any problems don't hesitate to get in touch - 
if we could have the banners by Tuesday that would be great.
Keep Ann Hill or I posted. 

many thanks for your help and patience!’

Hi Danny
There are three separate things here:-
1 PDF for the buildings banner
1 PDF for the geology
1 word document for Archaeology
 
It might be for the sake of legibility, clarity and good design,
and certainly in the case of archaeology which may take 4
or 5 banners, that more than one banner is used.
So yes please use the information 
Ann sent you. 
As I said previously the house style i.e. fonts, spacing 
between lines, headings, numbering of figures needs to be
the same across all three topics.
I have labelled my figures Fig. and then a number –
in the text where the figure is referred to I have also put
(Fig. and then a number). It may be that this needs doing 
for the Buildings and geology banners as well.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Ann or I for clarification
Many thanks

®
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Fig. 26. Roman pottery from Nunburnholme Wold. The grey 
pottery was made around Holme-on-Spalding Moor dating 
from the 3rd to 4th centuries AD and the red is from a samian 
ware bowl from central France dating from the 2nd century 
AD.

Roman Nunburnholme

Evidence for the arrival of the Romans in the area was discovered in 1974 at nearby Hayton, when Professor J.K. St Joseph 
photographed the outline of a Roman fort. This was excavated the following year and shown to date from around AD71, 
the period of the the Roman conquest of the region. A Roman road was built running parallel to the modern A 1079 and a 
large roadside settlement developed which lasted until the end of the Roman period in the early AD 400s. There is some 
evidence for Roman activity at Nunburnholme. A large hoard of Roman coins dating from the AD 270s to 280s was found 
near Methill Hall Farm in 1856 contained in a pot. During the excavation of the Nunnery area,  the Rev. M.C.F. Morris  1909 
found the remains of Roman buildings which may be a villa,  together with Roman pottery and coins. 

Some Roman pottery was found at Nunburnholme Wold during fieldwalking in the 1990s and again during the geophysical 
survey by James Lyall (Fig. 26), but the Roman road shown on old Ordnance Survey maps  running across the field was not 
located and may have been ploughed away. 


