Exploring a Yorkshire Wolds Village Nunburnholme, a Community Heritage Project
Archaeology

The Medieval Village
The village was surrounded by five open fields: Low Field, North Wold Field, West Field, South Field, East Fields, which
were themslves subdivided. The rig and furrow (Fig. 32) of medieval ploughing can be seen in what are now grass fields all
around the village. Rig and furrow is created by ploughing in one direction with a fixed mould board plough for many years.
Crops were sown on the ridge and the furrow provided drainage.

Fig. 32. Rig and furrow between Bratt Wood and Butts
Lane.

Other elements of the medieval village are preserved in the earthworks and showed up in the geophysical surveys, for example Ratten Row, a roadway running parallel to the beck, behind the crofts and rectangular raised areas where there were
once houses. The beck was once in the middle of the village like Bishop Wilton.

Fig. 33. Google Earth view of the village with superimposed geophysical survey showing Ratten Row. The vivid
black and white line is a modern pipeline.

One of the most interesting groups of earthworks is in the field to the east of the church (Fig. 33). It is still not clear what
these are. Some may relate to a water mill, or other forms of water management such as fish ponds. Some of the earthworks may relate to Bilne House (a corruption of Mill House?) which was recorded in a survey of 1563 as having a barn and
a dovecote.

Fig. 33. The field to the east of the church which contains earthworks associated with water management and other features. Note the rig and furrow
to the right.

Fig. 34. Geophysical survey of the same field showing features which underlie the earthworks in Fig.
33.

St James Church
The nave of the church and the arch date from the Norman period, though some of the stonework may be from an Anglo-Saxon predessor. The chancel was added in the fourteenth century. There was extensive restoration in 1872-3 and the
tower was added as a memorial to the Rev. F. O. Morris in 1902.
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