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Archaeology
The Medieval Village

The village was surrounded by five open fields:  Low Field, North Wold Field,  West Field, South Field, East Fields, which 
were themslves subdivided. The rig and furrow (Fig. 32) of medieval ploughing can be seen in what are now grass fields all 
around the village. Rig and furrow is created by ploughing in one direction with a fixed mould board plough for many years. 
Crops were sown on the ridge and the furrow provided drainage. 

Other elements of the medieval village are preserved in the earthworks and showed up in the geophysical surveys, for ex-
ample Ratten Row, a roadway running parallel to the beck, behind the crofts and rectangular raised areas where there were 
once houses. The beck was once in the middle of the village like Bishop Wilton. 

One of the most interesting groups of earthworks is in the field to the east of the church (Fig. 33). It is still not clear what 
these are. Some may relate to a water mill, or other forms of water management such as fish ponds. Some of the earth-
works may relate to Bilne House (a corruption of Mill House?) which was recorded in a survey of 1563 as having a barn and 
a dovecote. 

St James Church

The nave of the church and the arch date from the Norman period, though some of the stonework may be from an An-
glo-Saxon predessor.  The chancel was added in the fourteenth century. There was extensive restoration in 1872-3 and the 
tower was added as a memorial to the Rev. F. O. Morris in 1902.

FERENS EDUCATION TRUST

‘Dear Danny 
Please find attached banners for Nunburnholme to pass on to your designer. 
There should be three topics. Geology, Buildings and Archaeology.
All three need to be in the same house style.
The HLF logo needs to be on them all.
Use as many banners as you need for the sake of clarity.
the archaeology pages have been numbered but these numbers only relate to the pages themslves NOT banners.
The text and pictures are in order and it should be clear which goes with which.
As you can see there are a number of topics - prehistory, Roman, Medieval etc - 
the Roman one is short and could be included with either medeiavl or iron age. 
the headings should give clues as to the sections. 
I have used Calibri font which looks clear and perhaps a little better than Arial. 
any problems don't hesitate to get in touch - 
if we could have the banners by Tuesday that would be great.
Keep Ann Hill or I posted. 

many thanks for your help and patience!’

Hi Danny
There are three separate things here:-
1 PDF for the buildings banner
1 PDF for the geology
1 word document for Archaeology
 
It might be for the sake of legibility, clarity and good design,
and certainly in the case of archaeology which may take 4
or 5 banners, that more than one banner is used.
So yes please use the information 
Ann sent you. 
As I said previously the house style i.e. fonts, spacing 
between lines, headings, numbering of figures needs to be
the same across all three topics.
I have labelled my figures Fig. and then a number –
in the text where the figure is referred to I have also put
(Fig. and then a number). It may be that this needs doing 
for the Buildings and geology banners as well.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Ann or I for clarification
Many thanks

®

Fig. 32.  Rig and furrow between Bratt Wood and Butts 
Lane.

Fig. 33. Google Earth view of the village with superim-
posed geophysical survey showing Ratten Row. The vivid 
black and white line is a modern pipeline.

Fig. 33. The field to the east of the church which con-
tains earthworks associated with water manage-
ment and other features.  Note the rig and furrow 
to the right.

Fig. 35. St James Church before the addition of the 
tower. (From M.C.F. Morris , 1907 “Nunburnholme: 
its history and antiquities” ).

Fig. 36. The archway, which has close par-
allels in France, depicts the Last Judge-
ment and Apocalypse heralding the 
general resurrection  described in the 
Bible. At the head of the arch an angel 
blows the last trumpet…  ‘and he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather togeth-
er his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other’(Mat-
thew 24:31).  At each side the dead 
await  judgement, their faces showing 
horror, surprise or pleasure depending 
on their destination: ‘and these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal’ (Matthew 
25:46). The various cat-like demons rep-
resent the horrors awaiting the souls of 
the damned.  (Source: Rita Wood). Pho-
to: (Mike Park).

Fig. 34. Geophysical survey of the same field show-
ing features which underlie the earthworks in Fig. 
33.

Fig. 37. Recording the church in the 21st century. 
Tom Sparrow (School of Archaeological Sciences, 
Bradford University) using a laser scanner to pro-
duce the digital image below.


