Nunburnholme Heritage Project - Buildings Group Final Report
The Vernacular Architecture of the Wolds
What is Vernacular architecture?
Vernacular architecture refers to buildings built in the main from locally available materials
that reflect custom and tradition more than the architectural fashions favoured by the
wealthy.
In essence, although on a sliding scale, the pure vernacular is the architecture of the
utilitarian as oppose to the fashionable (Polite architecture) - people are making shelter
from the materials available to them, in the manner which has been handed down for
generations. This is why we get such variety in vernacular buildings across the country thanks to the differing materials available through geology and landscape.
Little woodland is recorded in the East Riding in the Domesday book and the limestone
from the Jurassic belt provided the only ‘higher quality’ building stone, although
Nunburnholme did have a small stone quarry nearby (limestone). There was however
plenty of clay, as well as an abundance of chalk on the Wolds.
In H. Woodcock’s 1889 ‘Piety Among the Peasantry,’ he refers to C18th Wolds Cottages
with the following description:
The cottages (called Nooks) were mud walled and thatched roofed about six feet
high; some had beetling brews; beneath were small windows like eyes twinkling in
the sun and leaned like the Tower of Pisa: being whitewashed and embowered with
flowers they presented a pretty appearance, which helped to compensate for the
wretched accommodation within.
While Henry Strickland, East Yorkshire agricultural commentator, described vernacular
Wolds housing in 1812:
…the houses and farmeries of the tenantry are generally good, except on the
Wolds, where (chiefly in consequence of the nature of the materials of which they
are constructed) they are miserably bad…The old buildings on the Wolds are, in
general, composed of chalkstone, with mud instead of lime-mortar, and they are
covered with thatch, all which materials are subject to rapid decay…
We can see therefore that not many early Wolds vernacular houses would survive, save
those which were later encased in brick or other more hard-wearing materials.
Since there was an abundance of clay in the East Riding one might wonder why these
‘poorer’ houses did not build in brick, or if there was limestone nearby then stone.
However, we must remember the cost factors. Brick-making and stonemasonry requires
skilled workmen as well as labourers, and it takes time. Also without any brick or tile-works
on the Wolds before the nineteenth century, materials would need to be imported in.

In essence, the early vernacular building traditions of the Wolds did not change much from
the medieval period up until the eighteenth, or even nineteenth century for the ‘poorer
sort’. One might look at the remains of chalk dwellings at Wharram Percy and recognise
aspects of Henry Strickland’s nineteenth century description. However, there have been a
number of social and economic sea changes in the last few centuries which have greatly
affected the character and construction of buildings across the country, not least the
Wolds.
We will explore some of these influences and how they affected the character of buildings
in Nunburnholme, through a snapshot of the village during the mid-eighteenth, nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. We will also look at three case studies which represent
architectural changes within Nunburnholme, as well as looking at the development of three
farms during the highlighted periods.

Eighteenth Century
According to the Archbishop’s visitation records, there were 25 families living in the parish
of Nunburnholme in 1743, with 27 families in 1764. There were between 25 and 50
families per 1000 acres living in the parish. There were no meeting houses, charity schools
or almshouses in the parish at this time.
The greatest change which took place during this period was Parliamentary Enclosure.
This is the legal process of enclosing a piece of land so that it is restricted to one owner,
ending its communal use. The process of Enclosure became widespread in England and
Wales during the sixteenth century beginning with private Enclosure (often for the purpose
of sheep farming), and by the nineteenth century most of the agricultural land of the
countryside had become enclosed through a mixture of private and Parliamentary
Enclosure. Enclosure was only proposed when it would be profitable for the landowner, so
dates of Enclosure vary greatly for different parishes.
We will look at what the area around Nunburnholme was like before and after Enclosure,
including what effect this change had on the building stock within the village.
Agriculture: Pre-Enclosure
The Open Field System was adapted to local geography. It ideally incorporated arable
land, meadow and common pasture so the village had access to each type of resource
through two or three open fields split into many narrow strips of land. The manor also held
woodland and pasture for common use.
Villagers had access to each of the resources through strip farming, where individual
families cultivated varying numbers of strips within each field. The system was controlled
by a community of users, according to custom and practice.
Pre-Enclosure, Nunburnholme is described as ‘open fields, pasture and commons’. In the
Wolds they usually had a two field system and sowed one third of the arable land with
barley, one third with oats or pease and left one third to lie fallow. However, so much of the
land was bad that it couldn’t be ploughed very often; in Warter it was the custom to leave
some parts of the arable land unploughed for a number of years. In Wetwang they grew

barley because the land was not ‘strong enough’ for wheat, with no winter crop. There
were also few hay meadows in the Wolds due to the unsuitability of the land, with Warter
having to buy in hay or hire hay meadows in other areas. There was slightly better land in
Nunburnholme however, so wheat is more likely to have been a crop here than in
Wetwang.
During the end of the C17th and beginning of the C18th, the open field landscape still
occupied almost half of the East Riding. It would have been possible to travel the ‘length
and breadth of the district without passing through more than half a dozen hedged
areas’ (Alan Harris). The uplands around Warter (and by extension Nunburnholme) were
open with ‘scarce a bush or tree…….for several miles,’ with boundaries of towns usually
marked with bound hedgestones, a piece of turf, old earthworks or the line of an old road.
Gorse (whin) was everywhere - useful for fuel but not much else. Woodland was highly
localised, with few trees planted as shelter belts until the second half of the eighteenth
century.
There were few settlements around the village in 1700, and produce was most likely taken
to Pocklington, Beverley or Driffield to be sold.

Agriculture: Enclosure of Nunburnholme
The Nunburnholme Township Agreement is dated 12th December 1754, with Articles of
Agreement for Enclosure made between Henry, Earl of Carlisle, Lord of the Manor of
Nunburnholme, William Cayley, clerk, Rector of Nunburnholme and the following owners
and proprietors of lands and tenements in Nunburnholme; Randolphus Hewitt, Henry
Laybourne, John Pierson, Thomas Smith the younger, Thomas Smith the elder, Richard
Milner, John Stephenson and Thomas Rooke.
In early 1755 Parliament passed ‘An ACT for dividing and inclosing several open fields and
pastures, or commons, in the Township of Nunburnholme, in the County of York.’ The
Enclosure Commissioners for Nunburnholme were John Dealtry of Skirpenbeck (Clerk),
Ralph Featherstone of Beverley, John Dickinson of Warter and John Conyers of New
Malton - these were the men who drew up the new boundaries and settled disputes.
These agreements and disputes did not only cover boundaries, but also new roads,
bridges and water courses, as well as who was responsible for undertaking certain works
and repairs. For example, the Enclosure Award specifies:
Ancient dams, watercourses etc are to keep their original courses. The highway to
Pocklington is to have two arched bridges with named heights and widths.
The spring on Hewitt’s land is to keep its course into the Earl of Carlisle’s land. The
Earl may divert part of it, but the rest must go on into Thos. And Wm Johnson’s
land. Thos. Smith (Junr?) must have enough to fill his pond.
The divisions of the fields are to be made with “proper mounds and planted
with quickwood [hawthorn]”
The total area to be enclosed covered 1503 acres, 1 rood, 30 perches. This was broken
down as follows:

Open Clay Fields
Low Field c210 acres
Underhills / Beckland Field c300 acres
Open Wold Fields
Cross Wolds c350 acres
Field adjoining Warter c240 acres
Pastures and Commons
c400 acres including Bratts, North Wold, Lownin dale, New Briggs, Sudlands, Deep Dale
Brows.
The Enclosure award was signed on the 19th November 1755. William Cayley, as rector of
Nunburnholme, was given a special allotment of 81 acres, 3r and 10p in lieu of tithes and
glebe. Of the general allotments, Henry, 4th Earl of Carlisle was given the largest at 819
acres, 2 roods and 24 perches, with John Peirson receiving the smallest at 3 acres, 3
roods and 30 perches.

Buildings: Pre- and Post-Enclosure
The process of Enclosure affected the landscape greatly; whereas before we saw great
open expanses, afterwards we see the hedgerows and field boundaries we recognise
today. This change in the way people farmed their land also affected the way in which the
buildings of a village were arranged. Previously, people would often live in their small
properties within the village, walking out to the open fields to undertake their labour (see
typical Medieval Manor plan above). Following Enclosure, rather than crops, pasture and
grazing land being spread out across the village landscape, it was enclosed largely within
one piece of land. It was therefore necessary to construct a building, or range of buildings,
to manage the produce, livestock and indeed people who worked this land.
Enclosure changed the village landscape immeasurably and rapidly; new farm houses
were built on the former open fields and common land, there was a sudden increase in the
size of these farm buildings, and landlords had a strong impact on the design of tenanted
farms. It is following the time of Enclosure therefore, that we begin to see an abundance of
farmsteads being constructed in villages in the fashionable style of the day with Classical
proportions, rather than the Vernacular, ‘poorer’ style and materials previously used for
village dwellings.
This change in building style was further compounded by the Agricultural Revolution,
which began in the mid-C18th, where farmers invested heavily in new buildings along
scientific principles, according to the needs and characteristics of an area. The farm
buildings in Nunburnholme were all constructed Post-Enclosure. You can tell this by the
fact they all incorporate Classical proportions and have/had courtyard farmsteads - the
preferred layout for the East Riding.

In the first phase of farmstead building post-Enclosure you may get designed, modelled
farmsteads (a polite characteristic), but using local building materials (a vernacular
characteristic). This is because they were usually constructed before the arrival of the
railways.
Garforth Farm was constructed in the mid-C18th, and is most likely one of the first farms
built in Nunburnholme in response to Enclosure when farmers invested heavily in new
buildings. It was listed at Grade II in 1985 partly due to this early date.
Farmsteads in this area were also often constructed with a separate, split level barn.
These were often demolished when advances in agricultural technology meant the barn
became incorporated within the courtyard range, however you can sometimes spot them
on historic maps (see Hessey Farm case study).

Manor Farm in Fraisthorpe,
making use of the traditional
Holderness cobbles.

Glebe Farm in Helperthorpe,
making use of Wolds chalk.

Farms

Status in mid-C18th

Acreage

Manor Farm

1786 deeds of ownership 70 acres
to J B Wilkinson

Low Farm

Buildings shown on this
site on deeds of Manor
Farm, but Low Farm not
yet constructed.

Hessey Farm

Buildings shown on this
site on deeds of Manor
Farm, but Hessey Farm
not yet constructed.

Type
Cattle, pigs, mixed
farming

Nineteenth Century
By the mid-nineteenth century, Nunburnholme had transformed itself from a ‘den of
thieves,’ into a typical respectable small Victorian settlement with restored church, a
chapel and a school, being best known for its remarkably active Rector, Francis Orpen
Morris (David Neave). Whereas in the C18th the Archbishop’s visitation records explain
there were no almshouses in the village, there was now a Poor House at the east end of
the village, in the area now called Jubilee Wood (this was later called Parish Cottage and
was demolished in the 1930s). The Charlton Family are listed as living at the Poor House
in 1841. An area beyond the Church is also marked on the 1855 map as Poor Allotments.
The tithes were commuted in 1849, for rent charges, and there are 90 acres of glebe land
in the parish.
We get a more in-depth picture of the village and its population during this period, thanks
to the first census of 1851 and the first OS map of the village, published 1855. From the
period 1801 to 1851, the population of the village had grown from 125 to 229. Of these,
only 113 people (45.5%) were born in Nunburnholme - the remainder coming from
elsewhere in the East Riding (101 people), the North or West Riding (19 people),
elsewhere in Britain (11 people) with 3 people coming from outside Britain. In 1861 there
were 51 houses in Nunburnholme, with 134 males and 114 females.

Transport: Effects on Building Materials
Prior to the Industrial Revolution, the options for transporting building materials were
expensive. The choices were coastal shipping (although not relevant to Nunburnholme),
horse and cart along mostly unsurfaced mud roads (although there were some surfaced
turnpike roads) and a small amount of traffic along navigable rivers. Because of the small
loads that could be carried, it kept prices high and restricted use - hence the use of locally
available materials for all but higher status housing.

The development of turnpike roads, the canal system and eventually the railways as part
of the Industrial Revolution transformed the look of the countryside and buildings across
the country. Whereas previously only the better off could afford brick in areas where there
was no good clay, or slate for roofs as oppose to local thatch or stone, these improved
transport networks allowed for the much cheaper transport of materials and therefore
wider use, while mass production led to uniformity rather than the variety of the vernacular.
These developments heralded an end to the ‘pure’ vernacular, based solely on local
materials and customs, to an era where building techniques and fashions were shared
nationally. This is why in their Principles of Selection for Listing Buildings (March 2010), the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport uses the date of 1840 (roughly speaking the
beginning of the railway era) to indicate the breaking point between the vernacular and the
modern, more homogenous era:
After 1840, because of the greatly increased number of buildings erected and the
much larger numbers that have survived, progressively greater selection is
necessary.
Changes to the Wolds Vernacular
In terms of transport links, improvements that helped to reduce the cost of importing
materials to the Wolds included the York - Beverley turnpike (constructed in 1764-5) and
the Pocklington Canal (1815-18). However, many materials would still have had to be
transported by horse and cart uphill to the Nunburnholme area, an expensive undertaking,
until the opening of the York - Market Weighton railway line in 1847 which included a stop
at Londesborough.
Although the East Riding was rich in good quality clay, most of this was ‘downhill’ - there
appear to be no brickyards on the Wolds until the nineteenth century (there is a brick yard
situated to the west of Warter on a map of 1851). The pre-railway populace was therefore
forced to rely on the local chalk and mud, or pay the price either to hire in labour and make
bricks of their own, or transport pre-made bricks uphill by horse and cart. Bricks were
therefore reserved for those who could afford the expense.
It is worth pointing out however that due to the high quality clay in the East Riding, this
area’s use of brick is widespread far earlier than other areas of the country. It is therefore
possible to have a brick building which displays aspects of the vernacular, which it might
not be in other areas of the country where building in brick only became possible for ‘lower’
status housing in the railway age. So, in the East Riding we see a use of traditional, local
building customs combined with the national fashions (see ‘tumbling-in’ on a Classically
proportioned building below for example). This is because the cost of transporting clay
while still a factor, is not so much of an expense as somewhere that had to transport it in
from a great distance pre-railway.
As a rule of thumb: If you’re not in a good clay area – brick buildings pre the Transport
Revolution are high class. In areas of good quality clay, pre-1840 brick buildings span
more of the social scale.

A good way in which to tell whether a building has been constructed in brick pre or post the
age of mass production and railway transport, is to see whether they are hand or machine
made, as well as looking at the changes in the size of brick and the types of bonds (which
changed with fashions over the years).

An example of ‘tumbling-in’ at Hessey Farm - a typical,
vernacular feature of East Riding brickwork.

Handmade bricks at Low Farm. Note the irregularity of
shape and colour, as oppose to uniform massproduced, machine made bricks.

Another significant change in the use of materials in Wolds vernacular is the decline of
thatch. Traditionally thatch uses whichever type of crop is grown locally. Thanks to the
Agricultural Revolution, selective cereal breeding meant a shift away from local thatching
materials (heather in Scotland and water reed in the Fens, Norfolk Broads and East Anglia
for example). The introduction of the threshing machine and the combine harvester also
meant stalks were often mashed, making them useless for thatching. The combination of
this, with the new availability of tiles and slates made elsewhere and imported by train,
meant the decline of this great variety of roofing material. Similar to the machine-made
bricks, houses across the country seemed to become a uniform sea of Welsh-slate roofs.
However, thanks to the good quality clay in the region, the East Riding bucked the trend in
many cases once more. Pantiles became a popular roofing material after the decline of
thatch, but before (and often after) the influx of the Welsh slate roof. As well as brick
production, clay tile works were common in the area, therefore there was not the expense
of transporting them large distances. They had the benefit over thatch that they did not
need a steep roof pitch (which was a good thing in the East Riding, where timber was
scarce), and the benefit over flat tiles in that they weren't as heavy (again allowing for less
substantial roof timbers). Although a later addition to the ‘poorer’ type of accommodation
thanks to the labour involved in production, we can see the pantiles of the East Riding, and
in turn Nunburnholme, as a later form of vernacular architecture. This is because they are
peculiar to a certain region - they might not be as localised as the forms of thatch that
change with the crops, but they are to be mostly found in the good clay areas along the
East coast.
In his Autobiography of 1891, Archbishop Ullathorne described the earlier form of Wolds
cottage in around 1813:
I and my next brother were sent to school at Burnby, lodging at the village
blacksmith’s. We slept in a dark attic under the thatch of their cottage, illuminated
only by one pane of glass. As we sat, in the winter evenings, by the fire in the brickfloored room which served for kitchen, parlour and hall, we heard a good deal of
pious sentiment…The school house and mud walls, thatched roof and a clay floor.
E. Anderson in his 1811 writing ‘The Sailor’ described how in Kilham these traditional
thatched cottages were already beginning to disappear:
Since I came home, as I this country view,
The towns, the fields, now everything is new;
The old thatched cottages have ta’en their flight,
And new til’d houses now appear in sight;
But when the town of Kilham first I saw
The walls were mostly clay, and thatched with straw;

Three types of roofing material on show in Nunburnholme. Thatch with its steep pitch to the rear,
pantiles next door and the ‘modern’ Welsh slate to the left.

The Old Post office in the early C20th, looking every inch the traditional Wolds single-storey cottage with
its use of chalk, handmade brick (with tumbling-in) and thatch.

The Old Post office following the addition of an extra storey. The tumbling-in has disappeared, and the
steep pitched thatched roof has been replaced with a shallower pitched pantile roof.

Black Row in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries with its traditional
pantiles. Note the blocked doors where
cottages have been merged into larger
houses.

Pantiles on a steep pitched roof
originally designed for thatch.

Even the Manor
House used
traditional building
materials - chalk
and thatch
(although note the
later addition of a
lean-to which uses
pantiles.
Photograph c1850.

Agriculture
Nunburnholme continued to be a village focussed on agriculture in the C19th. In 1861 63
people, or 61% of the working population, were employed in Agriculture. Hessey and Low
Farm were constructed or broke off from other farms, while the advances in agriculture
meant the farmsteads developed along scientific principles with the formerly outlying barns
being brought into the courtyard.

Low Farm farmhouse, constructed in a mid-C19th style with symmetry, non-traditional slate roofs and hints
at Gothic features. Photograph c1955.

There was a pinfold in the village during this period on the opposite side of the road to, and
south of, Hessey Farm. This could have dated to earlier than the C19th, however it does
not appear on earlier maps. It is marked on the 1855 map, but has disappeared by 1892.
Pinfolds were where stray animals were kept until the owner paid the fine to the ‘Pinfolder’
to get them out.

Farms

Status in mid-C19th

Acreage

Type

Manor Farm

William Wilkinson
(widower) was living
here in 1851

70 acres

Cattle, pigs, mixed
farming

Low Farm

Robert Yates (widower)
was living here in 1851.
Low Farm separated
from Wold Farm in 1860.

30 acres

Mostly grazing land for
cattle

Hessey Farm

Elizabeth Brigham
(widow) was living here
in 1851

1851 - 347 acres, 1861 130 acres

Mostly cereals, some
cattle, pigs

Twentieth Century
The Estate - Background
From 1697 - 1878 the family at Warter Priory were the Penningtons of Muncaster Castle,
Cumberland. It had been passed by marriage in the late C17th to Sir William Pennington
of Muncaster Castle in Cumberland. Sir John Pennington, 5th Baronet and Lord Muncaster
in the Irish peerage from 1783, was born 1737 and died 1813. Jocelyn Francis
Pennington, 1834-1917, succeeded his brother as the 5th and last Lord Muncaster. In
1898 he was created a United Kingdom Baron. He unexpectedly sold his East Yorkshire
estate of nearly 8,000 acres in 1878 to the Charles Wilson, whose family were at the Hall
until 1929.
Charles Henry Wilson, 1833-1907, was a prominent shipowner and Liberal M.P. for Hull
1874-85 and for West Hull 1885-1905. In 1871 he married the great niece of the 1st Duke
of Wellington. He was created 1st Baron Nunburnholme on 16th January 1906 and died
28th October 1907. On his death his widow presided over the estate for another 20 years.
The 2nd Baron of Nunburnholme was Charles Henry Wellesley, 1875-1924, while the 3rd
Baron Nunburnholme, b1904, succeeded his father in 1924 on the death of his brother. He
sold the Warter estate in 1929 to Hon. George Ellis Vestey, who lived there until his death
in 1968. The 14,500 acre estate was then sold to the 4th Marquis of Normanby and the
Guiness Trust.

The C20th Estate - the first Lord and Lady Nunburnholme
George Noble, who began work on the estate in 1908, recorded his memories when he
was 85 in 1979. He recalled that, “There was rumours all over Warter that they were going
to call him Lord Warter, Lord Highcliffe, because they had a big wood called Highcliffe,
then it came out Nunburnholme. Well, they had a lot of property in Nunburnholme, they
owned about nearly half of Nunburnholme.”
It is thanks to George Noble that we get the ‘Formidable Lady Nunburnholme’ stories,
including the story that there is no pub in Warter (or Nunburnholme) thanks to the fact she
had gone past the pub and seen villagers worse for drink, and so insisted on having it shut
down. While this may be true, Charles Wilson was known for having ‘pronounced Liberal
views’ and was ‘deeply interested in temperance reform.’ Following his purchase of the
estate, it is therefore likely this closure of public houses is a direct result of his views.
Agriculture
Stephen Caunce explains that, ‘By the 1920’s the East Riding of Yorkshire was the last
arable county in England where the hiring of youths on yearly contracts as living-in farm
servants was unquestioned and universal.’ The East Riding retained its traditional farming
techniques well into the twentieth century, remaining a county very much reliant on the
horse for a lot of its labour.
Nunburnholme found a reputation during this period not for the horse, but for something a
little less grand. As a letter from Chris Boddy from Kirbymoorside explains in a local paper,
his Grandfather remembers a poem from his youth:

Millington for beauty
Huggate for wit
Warter for water
Nunburnholme for _____

This relates to the drovers who took cattle to York. They stopped over at Nunburnholme on
their travels, sealing off the main street to contain the cattle overnight, which of course
would have left a mess!
Other memories of early-C20th agriculture in the village include scenes of sheep being
brought to the beck to be dipped (Grandpa Boswell), and the demise of the threshing
machine as combine harvesters came in c1936.

Farms

Status in mid-C20th

Acreage

Type

Manor Farm

Warter Priory ownership.
1955 tenants Mr & Mrs
Wilfred Husband.

?

Stock for Warter Estate

Low Farm

Warter Priory ownership.
1955 tenants Mr & Mrs
Eric Smith.

?

Dairy farm with 78 cows

Hessey Farm

Warter Priory ownership.
1955 tenants Mr & Mrs
Charles Etherington.

?

Pigs and they sold
hardware (later opening
a hardware shop in
Pocklington)

Case Study: White Cottage
White Cottage uses vernacular building materials (chalk and limestone) as well as hand
made brick, which was in early use in this region. This and the plan form (plan of the
building), with a central stack to the earlier part of the house, suggest it could be of some
age as the later incarnation of two cottages (shown on the 1910 and 1927 maps) does not
seem to be original - the doorways do not match and are set at different heights. It does
appear on the first OS map of 1855, however it has lost a rear wing by the 1910 OS map.
Due to a map break (a boundary between surveys) running through Nunburnholme, there
is no 1895 OS map for this side of the village.
It could have originally been a longhouse, with an ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ end – the upper end
housed the people while the lower end housed the animals (a byre). This is supported by
the two different levels of plinth, as well as the blocked ventilation slit on the west gable
end. The split in the building suggests either the division between house and byre, or that
the byre end was converted to a separate cottage at some point. This has now been
knocked through to create one dwelling.
According to the census, William Brown lived at the cottage in 1851 and 1861. John and
Elizabeth Wilkinson lived at the property in the early C20th - there is a photo of them at the
back door. This must have been taken after 1910, as the rear projection (likely a bread
oven - it has a chimney) doesn’t appear on the map of that date. It does appear on the
map of 1927, so the projection will have been constructed some time between these
dates. It was extended to the east some time after the Wilkinson photograph, but before
the photograph of c1955.

John and Elizabeth Wilkinson stood at the rear door to White Cottage.

Split between
house and
‘byre’ (see straight
join below and
difference in plinth
level)

Extension
Blocked original
doorway

Blocked
ventilation slits

Photograph of c1955 showing the extension to the east, as well as the removal of the
bread oven chimney. Note the door outside of which the Wilkinsons stood.

Case Study: Hessey Farm
Hessey Farm is a typical example of a post-Enclosure East Riding farmstead, with a
fashionable, Classically proportioned frontage and a courtyard plan to the rear.
It was constructed in the early-C19th, so it is early enough to demonstrate some
vernacular characteristics e.g. tumbled-in brickwork, handmade bricks and a local Ostrea
limestone plinth to some parts.
It appears on the first edition OS map of 1855 with a separate outbuilding, likely to be the
separate barn typical of East Riding farmsteads. These typically were later converted or
demolished, when improvements in farming technology meant the barn was better placed
within the courtyard ranges. The building has disappeared by the map of 1892, so this is
likely to have been the case here.
Hessey Farm was constructed with wings, which could have been used for live-in farm
workers. This is a practice typical of the East Riding and continued well into the twentieth
century.
Other than the loss of the separate barn and some lean-to looking buildings to the northeast range, as well as some infill to the rear of the farm house and the addition of a front
porch, Hessey Farm does not appear to have been much altered since the time of its
construction.

This lean-to range to the north east of the site disappears some time
after 1910.

Symmetrical, fashionable facade (Polite architecture)

Traditional pantiles (Vernacular feature)

Handmade bricks (Vernacular feature)
Limestone plinth under here (Vernacular feature)

Tumbling-in (Vernacular feature)

Porch a later addition

Photograph c1955

Case study: The Old School House
Lord Londesborough gave Nunburnholme the school site on the 31st December 1855 there had been no school in the village up until then. It was constructed to house 54
children and was built in the Gothic style by builder and architect Thomas Grant
(1823-1907).
People designed school buildings in the Gothic style to remind people of Godliness, as it
was the favoured style for churches. This is therefore a typical example of ‘polite’ as
oppose to ‘vernacular’ architecture, as it follows national fashions rather than local
traditions. It uses mass-produced bricks and slate brought in by rail.
The school closed in 1958 with only a handful of children remaining. It stood derelict until
1979, when it was converted to a residential property.
The photograph from 1979 in comparison with that from the early-C20th shows that a door
had been inserted in place of the central paired windows on the east side. This
subsequently had a large extension cover it at the time of conversion.

Photograph of the early C20th. Note the Gothic features of the pointed arch windows, the
trefoil gable end window and the fish tail roof tiles.

Photographs of the early-C20th,
1979 and the C21st century. Note
the insertion of the door where
there were originally paired
windows, which were then covered
entirely by an extension after 1979.
Dormer windows were also added
at this point.
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